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Sir: 



This paper is submitted in response to the Restriction Requirement dated March 17, 2006, for which 
the one-month Shortened Statutory Period for reply is April 1 7, 2006. 

The Applicants believe that no fee is due for filing this response. If any fee under 37 CJFiL § § 
1.16 to 1.21 is required for any reason, or should an overpayment be included herein, the Commissioner 
authorized to deduct or credit the fee from or to Deposit Account 50-1 629. 

In the Restriction Requirement, the Examiner stated that restriction was required to one of the 
following groups; 



80045 



PAGE 214 ' RCVD AT 4/13/20063:33:31 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/14 ' DNIS:2738300 " CSID:83281 31 804 k DURATION (mm-ss):0M8 



^PPR-13-2003 14=44 



8328131804 



8328131804 P. 



210384USOO 
10/684,250 
Art Unit: 1714 



2 



Group 



Drawn To: 



I 



1-27 



A method for activating an oxygen scavenger 



28-30 



A stored oxygen scavenger 



In response, Applicants elect to prosecute claims 1-27, i.e. the Group I claims. Applicants 
respectfully traverse the restriction requirement on two grounds. 

First, section 803 of the MPEP states: 

If the search and examination of all the claims in an application can be made without 
serious burden, the examiner must examine them on the merits, even though they 
include claims to independent or distinct inventions, (emphasis added) 

Applicants respectfully submit that there is no undue burden on the Examiner to search and examine the 
Group I and Group II claims as each group contains a limitation directed to "an oxygen scavenger that has 
been subjected to actinic radiation at a dosage insufficient to trigger the oxygen scavenger." Applicants 
kindly request the reconsideration and withdrawal of the restriction requirement. 

Second, Applicants are not aware of the use of the stored oxygen scavenger in the asserted 
materially different process of scavenging hydrogen gas. Applicants kindly request the substantiation of 
using the stored oxygen scavenger to scavenge hydrogen gas or the withdrawal of the restriction 
requirement. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned patent attorney at (832) 813-4339 with any 
questions, comments or suggestions relating to the referenced patent application. 
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